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WETHERSFIELD — The state Elections Enforcement Commission is investigating
a complaint filed by a local Republican against a political action committee
controlled by Democratic state Rep. Russell Morin of Wethersfield.

GOP Councilwoman Donna Hemmann charged that Morin's Pro-Progressive
Energetic Political Action Committee failed to report $1,000 in donations.
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"There are rules that have to be followed," Hemmann said Thursday. "I think that's
important. Stuff like this, if you don't question it and look into it, then it becomes
precedent and nobody pays attention to it."

Morin acknowledged the discrepancy Thursday and called it an honest mistake. He
said he had the filing amended to list the donations immediately after learning of
the problem.

"There was no intention to withhold anything," Morin said. "We addressed it as
soon as we were made aware of it."

[Related] Family of 18-year-old shot and killed by Wethersfield police hires
lawyer who took on Travyon Martin and Michael Brown cases »

The Pro-Progressive PAC didn't list two $500 distributions it made to the
Wethersfield Democratic town committee in 2013, according to Hemmann's
complaint. The filing covered activity between Oct. 1 and Dec. 31, 2013.
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The town committee's records, however, listed the donations, which it received on
Oct. 21 and Nov. 5, shortly before Wethersfield's municipal elections.

Joshua Foley, a spokesman for the Elections Enforcement Commission, said the
agency discussed the compliant in an executive session earlier this month. The case
is ongoing, he said.

[Related] Activists shut down Silas Deane Highway to protest police shooting
of local 18-year-old »

Morin said he first learned of the possible campaign finance law violation in May
when Hemmann filed her complaint. He said he contacted the treasurer of his
PAC, who acknowledged that she had forgotten to include the two payments.

On June 6, the Pro-Progressive PAC filed an amended report that included the
payments, he said and state records confirm.

"I take this stuff very seriously," Morin said. "As soon as we found out, we rectified
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[Related] Florida man, woman charged in Wethersfield bank robbery that
netted $83,000 »

Hemmann's complaint also questioned that PAC's claim that it had spent just $25
on an Oct. 23, 2013, fundraiser and asked the commission to investigate.

Morin said he and three other lawmakers held a joint fundraiser, splitting a $100
charge for hors d'oeuvres at a Hartford restaurant that then made money from a
cash bar.

Morin is running for re-election next month against GOP Councilman Michael
Hurley.

[Related] Community News For The Wethersfield Edition »

Hemmann filed the complaint in May, but did not publicize it until this month.
Asked why she waited to make her complaint public, Hemmann she was waiting to
see what the elections commission did.

"We just need to make sure that people understand what's going on," she said.

Hemmann and Hurley say the compliant highlights a larger issue. Morin is a state
i l d i t f t f th d ti t hi PAC th
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union employee and unions account for most of the donations to his PAC, they
said. That raises conflict of interest issues when local officials vote on contracts
after benefiting from his contributions to the town committee, they said.

[Related] Officer who shot 18-year-old Wethersfield man was involved in 2015
fatal police shooting »

"He's a union representative channeling money through the unions to political
parties for elections," Hurley said. "It seems like a conflict."

Morin denied that he had any conflict, noting that so-called "leadership" PACs such
as Pro-Progressive are legal and common among lawmakers in both parties. He
dismissed the complaint and GOP charges as politically motivated.

"Its about while they try to attack my record, they're not making any progress,"
Morin said. "So they decided to do this. When this concludes, it's going to be shown
to be a nonissue."
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